DEATH OF SPIDER-MAN: PRELUDE 
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The bite of a genetically altered spider granted high school student Peter Parker incredible 
arachnid-like powers. When a burglar killed his beloved Uncle Ben, a grief-stricken Peter vowed 
to use his amazing abilities to protect his fellow man. He learned the invaluable lesson that with 

great power there must also come great responsibility. 


Now the fledgling super hero tries to balance a full high school curriculum, a part-time job, 
and swing time as the misunderstood, web-slinging Spider-Man! 


PREVIOUSLY IN ULTIMATE SPIDER-MAN: 


Spider-Man is now living with Johnny Storm, a.k.a. the Human Torch, and Bobby Drake, 
a.k.a. Iceman. Both have disguised themselves as his cousins and are going to school like 
normal kids. 


The world peacekeeping task force S.H.I.E.L.D. has decided to put their foot down as far as 
all things Spider-Man are concerned. Spider-Man is told that he must undergo afterschool 
super-hero training if he is to continue fighting crime. Iron Man is his first tutor. 


Mysterio made a play to be the new Kingpin of Crime but was taken down by 
Spider-Man. Another Spider-Man foe, the Black Cat, was witness to the entire thing 
and is after a mystery artifact from the Kingpin’s archives. 


They both discovered the Kingpin of crime’s secret weapon: the legendary Zodiac key. Its 
power is vast and destructive, a fact the Black Cat found out the hard way. Just by touching 
it, she destroyed a city block in the middle of SoHo. 


As Mysterio and the Black Cat fight over the key, 
Iron Man and Spider-Man show up to save the day. 
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You Know, 
being you 
Know who. 
I thought 
Aunt May told 
him to take a 
break from 
that. Well, maybe, 
but that was before 
all the super heroes 
in New York City 
decided he needed 
training. 
Training? 


I was going 
to call you, but 
I shockingly 
don't have your 
number. 


lron Man 
actually showed 
up here to take 
him for a training 

lesson. 


Did you 
and Peter-- 
did you and 

Peter, um, 
make up? 


Yeah, 
we're all 
cool now. 


They're going to 
train hintobea 
super hero so he 
doesn't spaz out and 
make huge giant 
messes anymore. 


That's not 
a bad idea 
actually. 


You are 
the worst 
liar. 
Just FYI-- 
Peter and I are 
not getting back 
together. 
Yes: I 
am living 


Yes: we're 
friends again.. 
But we are not 

boufriend- 

girlfriend. 


just going 
to-- 
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Lightning A No 


doesn't . 
hugging? / I thought 
you hugged 
ail ; me. 
, i ] 
ft \ i, 
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Not every 
that wasn't | crazy thing that | 
something |happens inthis city J 
todowith / has something to 
Peter. do with Peter. 


Well, this is 
awkward. 


now let's kick 
his butt. 


all the juice 
I had. 


The armor--my armor 
automatically uses 
whatever it takes to 
stop an attack. 


That attack 
was more than 
Ihave ever 
faced before. 


Go, kid!! 


Get out 
of here!! 


These energy 
readings--they 
can't--they 
can't--how? 


Somebody 


just Kicked 


Okay, so the 
Black Cat and 

Mysterio are 
fighting over a 

glowing key. 


Anything 
else I need to 
know before I 

, web everybody 


j 
IY 


Sy 


FI 
put it down... 
won't he pick 
it up? 


the kid's got 
a point 


You have 
to put it 
Please... down. The slightest 
thought brings-- 
it brings 
destruction. 


PUT IT 
DOWN!!! 


You have 
to put it 
down!! 


What if I 
think about 
the Stay Puft 
Marshmallow 
Man? 


I agree 
with her. 


But for 
completely 


There 


I think 


I'm going to 


hold on to 


were buildings 


and...and-- 
and people. 


This isn't 
a parking 
lot? 


it. 


You're just 
jealous that 
Ihave areal 


You have to 


put the key 
down or we 
will died! 


Everyone 
in the city 
might die!!! 


Xx Oh, Iam 
/ -\ listening! 1 


Sorry... wasn't very 
: gentlemanly. 


But you guys 
are freaking 


now everybody 
calm down!! Almost as 
F it's cae to much as it is 
ee aie : disappointing to 
see you're still find out the 
alive, kitty headless doofus 
pereon: is still alive. 


And that is 
your name now, 
Mysterio. 


You will now and 
forever be called 
the headless 
doofus. 


But what are 
you two doing tearing 
up the village and my j 
personal hero |ron Man fy 
with this--whatever it is? 


Oh, please, 
I'm not going 
to--uh, what 
is it doing?? 


. am 
case | 
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Please 
stop... 


How 
does it-- 
what does 
it do? 


’ GET 
AWAY! 


Tl Kill you IF your weapon 
if you come worked, you 
near it!! would have 
I'll melt © Back \ fired it. 
your off. 
ead!! / 


Know. | Kingpin's-- 


It was the 


You have 
till the count 
of three. 


WRIRPRPD., 
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What are 
you--?? 


Ssttaaaaa--!! 


I knew that 
guy was using 
a piece of 
solendeerie 
tech. 


I don't Know if you 
noticed, but the guy 


was walking around I know There is a guy 
i somewhere work 
with a head made techwhen It's decent ney sil i ing 


of smoke. Iseeit. tech, but it's 
I thought--1 still tech. / So \PuPPet 
thought he was Mysterio 
a mutant. wasn'ta 
guy? 


Someone Icould © 
somewhere before he 
a is using some ripped my 
pretty fantastic armor 


Can you, apart. . You dove 
I don't know, - Mm inthere like 


track the ‘ We a Marine. 
signal? 


virtual reality. 


Lady I picked up 
Lhave seven rs the no touching 
the mystery, alien 
docueretee. object of incredible And 
power thing. who are 
you? 


She's 
the Black 


Cat. OF 
course 


she is. 


I know Iwas trying 


you'll never 
z..don't | pelieveme but <tovever tee ay 


follow her on ) Iwas trying to 
of Mysterio's in charge. 


Don't you 
mind, bad 
Kitty. 


great job: What are 


you going to 
do with it? 


{tag x 
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Put it 
somewhere 


safe. I'm really 


sorru. 


You're really 
a pain in my 
tuchis. 
At least 
he didn't get 
his hands 
onit. 


Ihave 
a lot of 
research 
to do. Stop 
talking. 


I'm going to 
have S.H.I.€.L.D. 


send arelief 
effort down 
here ASAP. 


Kid, 
seriously, | When you 
Iwant you. think you're 
working ready...come 
forme. , find me. 


going to help 
or not? 
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What's 
going on? 


I--I 
Did was--tonight 
something was bad. 
happen? You've 
been in 
bad places 
before. 


Yeah. 
It's been 
anight. 


Are you 
okay? 


ae. Nextilssua:\Happy Birthday Peter Parker! 
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